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Dear Year 9 Student, 

Welcome to the Year 9 Options Booklet. 

You are now embarking on one of the most important decisions of your educational 
career. Making sure you pick the Key Stage 4 courses that are right for you will 
make a big difference to the next two years and beyond. Getting it right will help 
you to finish Year 11 with a great set of GCSE results; getting it wrong will put that 
at risk. It might affect whether or not you are able to attend university. It might also 
mean the difference between securing a future job of your dreams, or having to 
settle for something less than this. So, it’s important, and you should treat it as such. 
This booklet sets out the decision making process and provides you with some of the 
advice you will need in order to get it right. 

Speaking to your parents, your teachers and your form tutor will also be important. 
These groups of people know you best of all and can give you advice based on 
this. Also, there is no substitute for doing your own research. Please gather as much 
support as you can over the next few months to help you decide. Once your choices 
have been made and agreed, it will be very difficult to change them. You will be 
working on the KS4 courses you choose throughout Year 10 and 11 (starting in 
September 2022). KS4 has always been demanding, however the new 
‘strengthened’ GCSEs, are even more challenging. This mean you must now be even 
more confident that you like the subjects you have chosen, and that you know you 
can do well in them. If either of these are not true, you will find life at Willenhall 
over the next two years much more difficult. 

I am very proud of every subject area and every teacher here at Willenhall, and 
have great confidence in our staff. I know whichever courses you choose to do, you 
will receive the highest quality teaching and opportunities that rival any in other 
schools nationally. 

You will be supported at every stage by your Form Tutor, Head of Year and all 
staff. However, you also need to know that being successful at KS4 demands 
maturity, and that maturity begins now by making sure you choose your courses 
wisely. 

I very much look forward to supporting you with this process and the next exciting 
chapter in your life at E-ACT Willenhall. 

 

Mrs S. Murcott 

Headteacher 

Headteacher Message 
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Options 

Each student will be free to select their options based on their talents, interests and future 

career choices.  

 

All students will study the following core subjects: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Options on offer are: 

HUMANITIES CREATIVE & TECH LANGUAGE SOCIAL SCIENCES 

GCSE Geography 

GCSE History 

GCSE RE 

 

GCSE Art 

GCSE Drama 

GCSE Music 

GCSE DT 

GCSE Computer 

Science 

BTEC Sport  

BTEC Dance 

BTEC Hospitality 

and Catering 

CN Enterprise and 

Marketing 

GCSE French 

GCSE Spanish 

GCSE Psychology 

GCSE Sociology 

BTEC Health and 

Social Care 

CORE SUBJECTS 

GCSE Maths 
GCSE English Language 
GCSE English Literature 
GCSE Combined Science 

(equivalent to 2 GCSEs) 

CORE PE 
CORE PSHE  
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How to chose 

Most students should choose 3 GCSE options. We strongly advise that students pick 

subjects that they enjoy and are doing well in at KS3. Almost half a student’s week will be 

devoted to these option subjects and the demands of each course will be high. It will be 

difficult to achieve good GCSE grades without having a good grounding at KS3 and 

without the desire to work independently in each subject area. 

 

As a starting point, we would suggest students ask themselves the following questions and 

use the answers to guide their thinking… 

 

-Do I enjoy this subject? For example, when sitting down to work in this lesson, or when 

completing homework at home, you might feel more motivated than you do with other 

subjects.  

-Am I doing well in this subject? For example, you might find that you consistently get good 

feedback from your teacher in this subject and have consistently met or exceeded your 

target. Your target might also be higher for this subject than it is for others.  

-Do you have an interest in this subject beyond the classroom? For example, you might 

attend enrichments in this subject area. You might also have represented your house, or the 

school, in something relevant to this subject. (The School production? Sports teams? Art 

Club? Debating?)  

-What do I want to do after GCSE? Does this subject directly, or indirectly feed in to a 

course at A-Level? For example, if you want to study history A-Level then you will need to 

have done history GCSE. This is not the case with everything. For example, if you want to 

study government and politics A-Level then you don’t need to (and cannot) do politics 

GCSE. It would be a good idea, however, to do something similar, for example GCSE 

history.  

-Does my preferred way of working fit with the demands of this subject? For example, if 

you like writing essays and are confident drafting and re-drafting pieces of work, then 

more literacy based subjects (such as History and RE) are probably well suited to you. If 

you like completing practical work and are happy planning larger projects, then DT is 

probably well suited to you. If you are happy performing in front of your peers, then 

Drama, Dance and Music are probably a good fit.  

-Do I want to go to University? If so then making sure you have a broad range of subjects 

that feed into lots of A-Levels and degree subjects is probably advisable (see the EBacc 

comments below).  



 

 

5 

 
English Bacclaureate (EBacc) 

The English Baccalaureate ‐ though not a qualification in itself ‐ is a 

measure of strength in some core academic subjects; specifically, English, 

Mathematics, History or Geography, the sciences (including Computer 

Science) and a language. 

Research with universities and employers have shown that these subjects 

most of all indicate overall academic strength and are therefore the ones 

that will keep the most ‘doors open’ for students in the future. Students 

wishing to apply to the Sixth Form and Russell Group universities, or those 

who are unsure about future career plans, are encouraged to include a 

range of EBacc subjects if appropriate. 

All pupils will study English, Mathematics and Science as part of their core 

curriculum. Students are encouraged to also study a Language and a 

humanity subject (History or Geography) 

For example, a typical KAA student studying an EBacc compliant curriculum 

might take… English, Maths, Combined Science, History (first option choice), 

French (second option choice), Drama (third option choice). 

Importantly, however, it is not the case that EBacc subjects are any better 

than other subjects. At Willenhall we know the value of DT, Drama, Dance, 

Art, RE, Music, PE (and other non-EBacc subjects) for both the development 

of the individual and as areas of study in their own right. We strongly 

believe that students should also include at least one of these subjects in 

their option choices, more if they wish. Given all of the information above, 

you are free to choose any subjects you wish. 
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CORE SUBJECTS 

GCSE MATHS 

GCSE ENGLISH LANGUAGE 

GCSE ENGLISH LITERATURE 

GCSE COMBINED SCIENCE  
(equivalent to 2 GCSEs) 

CORE PE 

CORE PSHE 
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Exam board: Edexcel 

Assessment: 
You will sit the Maths GCSE course. The Maths GCSE is more demanding with additional content and longer 
exams. Grading will be on a nine-point scale (9-1), with 9 being the highest available. A Grade 5 is the 
minimum the Government expects for a ‘good pass’. There will be two tiers of exam: 
• Foundation tier: Grades 1 to 5. 

• Higher tier: grades 4 to 9. 

There will be three exams, taken at the end of Year 11. 
The course will cover the following areas: 

• Number 

• Algebra 

• Ratio, proportion and rates of change. 

• Geometry and Measures 

• Probability and Statistics 

In the new GCSE specification there are more questions involving solving problems, which may need you to 
complete several steps to get to an answer. 
  
At the end of the course, you will receive a grade 9-1, with 9 being the highest. A Grade 5 is the minimum the 
Government expects for a ‘good pass’. 
  

What will you learn? 
In this course, you will study familiar topics such as data-handling, algebra and number work in more depth as 
well as investigate new areas such as trigonometry, circle theorems, vectors and proof. You will also have the 
opportunity to further develop your communication and reasoning skills and learn problem solving strategies. 
  
Why is this course important for everyday life? 
Mathematics is the language of the universe and so helps us to understand 
the amazing and complex world around us. Your Mathematics GCSE is also an essential qualification if you 
would like to pursue further studies. 
  
What will I need to do to succeed in this course? 
In order to achieve the best possible grade in GCSE Mathematics, you 
will need to: 

• Work, completing homework tasks on time and asking questions to clarify understanding. 
• Build competency and fluency in numeracy skills.  
• With the greater focus on problem solving, attempt more worded and functional type questions 

independently. 
What can I do after GCSEs from this course? 
If you get a grade ‘5’ or above in this course, you will be able to pursue further studies. If you get a grade ‘7’ 

or above, you would have the opportunity to study A Level Mathematics. 
  

GCSE MATHS 
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GCSE ENGLISH LANGUAGE 

Exam board: AQA 

Assessment: 

2 Exam Papers and a Non-Exam Assessment. 

Paper 1 = 50% of the GCSE 

Paper 2 = 50% of the GCSE 

NEA = Spoken Language Endorsement (This is an extra accreditation awarded as a Pass, Merit or Distinction) 

What will you learn? 

Reading Skills include: 
-Inference and deduction 
-Reading for meaning 
-Skimming and scanning 
-Justifying your response from a text 
-Linking to Text type, Audience and Purpose (TAP) 
-Identifying the main ideas within a text 
-Exploring the writer’s viewpoints and perspectives 
-Analysing the writer’s methods 
-Justifying a writer’s choice 
-Linking to Text type, Audience and Purpose (TAP) 

  
Writing Skills Include: 

-Descriptive 
-Narrative 
-Using your imagination to capture a vivid picture  
 for the reader. 
-Letter writing 
-Articles 
-Blog 
-Journal 
-Travel writing 
-Speech/debate etc. 
 

How will this qualification help me? 

For the Future: 
-Writing letters and emails professionally 
-Writing job application forms 
-Writing CV 
-Communicating in presentations 

 
Possible Careers: 

-Journalist/ Writer 
-Teacher / Lecturer 
-Librarian 
-Broadcaster 

Spoken Language Skills: 

-Presenting ideas to a group of people 

-Using correct standard English 

-Using gestures and facial expressions to 

 communicate. 

-Understanding how to use pace, tone and  

  intonation when speaking. 
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GCSE ENGLISH LITERATURE 

Exam board: AQA 

Assessment: 

2 Exam Papers. 

Paper 1 = 50% of the GCSE 

Paper 2 = 50% of the GCSE 

What will you learn? 

Reading Skills include: 
Analysis of how a writer uses language, form and structure in their writing. 
The possible meanings explored in a text. 
How context influences the meanings and plot of the play. 
How the writing influences readers of different perspectives. 
What the purpose and intention was of the writer. 

  
Writing Skills Include: 

Writing with sophistication. 
How to ensure clarity in your points. 
How to structure an answer. 

  
How will this qualification help me? 

For the Future: 
Reading for pleasure 
Understanding historical aspects of society and how these impact on us today. 

  
Possible Careers: 

Teacher / Lecturer 
Librarian 
Writer 
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GCSE COMBINED SCIENCE 

Exam board: AQA 

Assessments: 

6 exam papers, each worth 70 marks and 1hour and 15 minutes in length.  Each paper will contain a mixture 

of Multiple choice, structured, closed short answer, and open response. Each examination contributes 16.7% of 

the final grade. 

• Biology Paper 1: Biology topics 1–4: Cell Biology; Organisation; Infection and response; and 

Bioenergetics. 

• Biology Paper 2: Biology topics 5–7: Homeostasis and response; Inheritance, variation and evolution; and 

Ecology. 

• Chemistry Paper 1: Chemistry topics 8–12: Atomic structure and the periodic table; Bonding, structure, 

and the properties of matter; Quantitative chemistry; Chemical changes; and Energy changes. 

• Chemistry Paper 2: Chemistry topics 13–17: The rate and extent of chemical change; Organic chemistry; 

Chemical analysis; Chemistry of the atmosphere; and Using resources. 

• Physics Paper 1: Physics topics 18–21: Energy; Electricity; Particle model of matter; and Atomic structure. 

• Physics Paper 2: Physics topics 22–24: Forces; Waves; and Magnetism and electromagnetism. 

What will you learn? 

Biology 

Cell biology 
Organization 
Bioenergetics 
Homeostasis and response 
Inheritance, variation and evolution 

Chemistry 

Atomic structure and the periodic table 
Bonding, structure, and the properties of matter 
Quantitative chemistry 
Chemical changes 
Energy changes 
The rate and extent of chemical change 
Organic chemistry 
Chemical analysis 

Physics 

Energy 
Electricity 
Particle model of matter 
Atomic structure 
Forces 
Waves 
Magnetism and electromagnetism 

How will this qualification help me? 

The following skills are developed in science: observation skills, knowing how the body works, inference, 

measuring, communicating and analytical skills. 



 

 

6 

CORE PE 
When students get into KS4 they will still have the opportunity to 

experience Physical Education. At KS4 the purpose of this is to ensure that the 

students continue to live an active lifestyle. They will complete a range of activities 

which are designed to keep them active and continue to play and develop on the 

sports which they have experienced in KS3. The focus will be more on the students 

playing the sports or activities as they have developed the skills and tactics in the 

previous years.  

 

The students will be completing a range of different sports and activities that will 

attempt the suit the group and their ability. This is aimed at allowing the students to 

have the hour a week to help improve their physical fitness but also their mental 

wellbeing. The benefits of exercise can help increase students focus and reduce stress. 

The curriculum that will be offered will be adapting and growing to ensure that we 

meet the needs of the students. 

 

Hopefully this will give the students the confidence and a range of  good experiences 

to continue accessing sports and physical activity once they leave the academy. We 

also hope that encourages the students to attend extra-curricular activities and 

continue to represent the academy.  
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CORE PSHE 
As with the other year groups students will be learning PSHE in their Personal 

Development lessons. These lessons are 30 minutes each day. These lessons are to 

teach students about life outside of school and prepare all students for life in modern 

Britain. In the lessons students will learn:  

-Relationship and Sex Education 

-Safeguarding Topics 

-Citizenship 

-Careers  

-Religious Education  

-World and Current Affairs  

During the lessons the academy uses X-Education to support students with their 

learning and will be taught lessons on teamwork, aiming high, learning their dreams 

and many more.  
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Humanities 

GCSE HISTORY 

GCSE GEOGRAPHY 

GCSE RE 
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GCSE HISTORY 
Exam board: AQA 

Assessment: 

Number of Exams: 2 

Paper One: Wider World Paper 2 hours 

Paper Two: British Paper 2 hours 

What will you Learn? 
You will be learning about the world and how it was changed from the Middle Ages to the Modern Day. You 
will be looking at four different areas: 
 

Units and Content of each unit: 

Wider World: Germany 1890-1945: 

• You will be looking at the start of Kaiser Wilhelm II’s reign, the collapse of the autocratic government 

and democracy starting under the Weimar Government. Then looking closely at the rise of the Nazis 

and Nazi Germany. 

Conflict and Tension: 1918-39: 

• You will learn about the consequences of the First World War for Germany, how the world tried to 

keep peace but ultimately slipped into another world war. 

British Module: Health and the People: 

• This section will be looking at what has changed over time in the health of the British people and 

society. You will look how public health, surgery and the understanding of disease and infection from 

the moment the Romans left to the modern day. 

Elizabethan England: 

• You will be looking at the domestic policy of how Elizabeth and her court ruled England. The religious 

policy and problems within her reign. The foreign policy and major issues at the time such as the 

relationship with Spain. You will also learn why it is called the Golden Age for England. 

How will this qualification help me? 

You can continue to study History at A-Level and at university.  As a qualification, History is greatly 

respected by University entrance officers and employers. 

Value of the qualification, career pathways: 

• Lawyer 

• Civil Service 
• Archaeologist 
• Writer/researcher 
• Teacher 
• Marketing 
• Retail/Business 

GCSE History forms part of the English 

Baccalaureate. 

Further Information: http://
www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/history/gcse/

history- 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/history/gcse/history-
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/history/gcse/history-
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/history/gcse/history-


 

 

10 

GCSE GEOGRAPHY 
Exam board: AQA 

Assessment: 

Number of Exams: 3 

Paper 1: Living with the physical environment Written exam: 1 hour 30 minutes 35% of GCSE 

Paper 2: Challenges in the human environment Written exam: 1 hour 30 minutes 35% of GCSE  

Paper 3: Geographical applications Written exam: 1 hour 15 minutes 30% of GCSE Pre-release resources 

booklet made available 12 weeks before Paper 3 exam 
What will you Learn? 

The world in which we live is likely to change more in the next 50 years than it has ever done before. 

Geography explains why this is and helps to prepare you for those changes. Geography tackles the big issues; 

environmental responsibility, our global interdependence cultural understanding and tolerance. 

 

Units and Content of each unit: 

Living with the physical environment: 
• Natural hazards 
• The living world 
• Physical landscapes in the UK 

  
Challenges in the human environment: 
• Urban issues and challenges 
• The changing economic world 
• The challenge of resources 

  
Geographical Applications: 
• This unit will include several geographical skills which will be covered in the content of paper 1 and 2. 

There will also be an issue evaluation section and a fieldwork section. The field work section will require a field 

trip to collect data on both a human and physical topic. 
How will this qualification help me? 

You can continue to study Geography at A-Level and at university. As a qualification, Geography is greatly 

respected by University entrance officers and employers. 

 

Value of the qualification, career pathways 
• Urban planner 
• GIS specialist (Mapping patterns using computer programmes and models) 
• Environmental management 
• Writer/researcher 
• Teacher 
• Marketing 
• Climatologist 

  



 

 

GCSE RE 
Exam board: AQA 

Assessment: 

Number of Exams: Two (Each exam = 50%, 96 marks per paper, each exam 1hour 45min) 

 Students must take assessments in the following two components in the same series: 

Component 1: The study of religions: beliefs, teachings and practices 

Component 2: Thematic studies 

  
What will you Learn? 

Component 1: The study of religions: beliefs, teachings and practices 

Beliefs, teachings and practices these two religions: 

1. Christianity 

2. Islam 

Component 2: Thematic studies 

Either four religious, philosophical and ethical studies themes. All of the four themes stated below will be assessed. 

Religious, philosophical and ethical studies themes: 

Theme A: Relationships and families. 

Theme C: The existence of God and revelation. 

Theme D: Religion, peace and conflict. 

Theme B: Religion and Life 

Students must answer questions on two specified religions in Component 1A (Christianity and Islam), and four from six 

religious, philosophical and ethical studies themes in Component 2A. 

How will this qualification help me? 

Here are some examples of the transferable skills developed as a result of studying Religious Studies. They are not 

limited to your academic study and can be applied to other contexts. Employers' job vacancy details often refer to them 

when they advertise the positions available. They can also be used on the skills sections of your CV to demonstrate the 

broad range of qualities you have to offer. 

• Clear & Logical thinking 
• Critical evaluation 
• Literacy & Expression 
• Negotiating 
• Organising 
• Planning 
• Problem solving 
• Research 
• Working to deadlines 

Jobs where RE will be considered an advantage: 

• Secondary school teacher 

• Charity Officer 

• Advice Worker 

• Counsellor 

GCSE RE 
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Languages 

GCSE FRENCH 

GCSE SPANISH 

HOME LANGUAGE 
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GCSE FRENCH 
Exam board: AQA 

Assessment: 

Number of exams: 4 

Paper 1: Listening exam = 25% 

Paper 2: Reading exam = 25% 

Paper 3: Written exam = 25% 

Paper 4: Speaking exam = 25% 

What will you learn? 

Theme 1: Identity and Culture 

• Me my friends and family 

• Technology in everyday life 

• Free time activities 

• Customs and festivals 
 

Theme 2: Local, National, International and global areas or interest 

• Home, town, neighbourhood and region 

• Social issues e.g. Charity, Healthy living 

• Global issues e.g. Environment, Poverty 

• Travel and tourism 
 

Theme 3: Current and future study and employment 

• My studies 

• Post-16 options 

• Jobs, careers and ambitions 

How will this qualification help me? 

• Languages are a life skill. 

• Languages teach you communication skills and adaptability. 

• Cultural awareness 

• A social skill. 

• Languages give you the edge in the job market. 

• Income for multi-linguals is on average 20% higher 

• Universities are more likely to accept somebody with a language GCSE 

• Greater opportunities to travel and work abroad. 

• Languages combine well with virtually any other subject for further study. 

• UK businesses are looking for people who have cultural understanding and knowledge of languages- half 

of the water and energy industry is owned by French companies. 

Having a GCSE in French opens up opportunities both at home and abroad. Both employers and top 

universities value and look favourably upon students with a GCSE in a Modern Foreign Language because the 

course fosters many skills that will help you in preparation for the world of work such as communication skills, 

problem solving skills and the ability to work well with others. GCSE French is not just for those who want to 

become teachers or translators or those who wish to work overseas. UK businesses need linguist and some 

knowledge/understanding of a second language will help in careers from technology to customer services. 
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GCSE SPANISH 
Exam board: AQA 

Assessment: 

Number of exams: 4 

Paper 1: Listening exam = 25% 

Paper 2: Reading exam = 25% 

Paper 3: Written exam = 25% 

Paper 4: Speaking exam = 25% 

What will you learn? 

Theme 1: Identity and Culture 

• Me my friends and family 

• Technology in everyday life 

• Free time activities 

• Customs and festivals 
 

Theme 2: Local, National, International and global areas or interest 

• Home, town, neighbourhood and region 

• Social issues e.g. Charity, Healthy living 

• Global issues e.g. Environment, Poverty 

• Travel and tourism 
 

Theme 3: Current and future study and employment 

• My studies 

• Post-16 options 

• Jobs, careers and ambitions 

How will this qualification help me? 

• Languages are a life skill. 

• Languages teach you communication skills and adaptability. 

• Cultural awareness 

• A social skill. 

• Languages give you the edge in the job market. 

• Income for multi-linguals is on average 20% higher 

• Universities are more likely to accept somebody with a language GCSE 

• Greater opportunities to travel and work abroad. 

• Languages combine well with virtually any other subject for further study. 

• UK businesses are looking for people who have cultural understanding and knowledge of languages- 

Having a GCSE in Spanish opens up opportunities both at home and abroad. Both employers and top 

universities value and look favourably upon students with a GCSE in a Modern Foreign Language because the 

course fosters many skills that will help you in preparation for the world of work such as communication skills, 

problem solving skills and the ability to work well with others. GCSE Spanish is not just for those who want to 

become teachers or translators or those who wish to work overseas. UK businesses need linguist and some 

knowledge/understanding of a second language will help in careers from technology to customer services. 
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HOME LANGUAGE 
If you speak another language at home other than English we can also enter you 

into examinations for this language. This will be in addition to the options you are 

picking. 

For further information regarding this please speak to Mr Clark (Assistant 

Headteacher), Mr Belhouche  (Head of MFL) or Mrs Kaur (Data and Exams Manag-

er)  
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Creative and 

Performance 

GCSE ART 

GCSE DRAMA 

GCSE MUSIC 

GCSE DT 

BTEC SPORT 

BTEC DANCE 
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GCSE ART 
Exam board: AQA 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How will this qualification help me? 
Studying Art helps to create a broad and balanced curriculum, which is an excellent foundation for whatever 
you want to do afterwards. The transferable skills you’ll gain, such as creativity, analysis and problem solving, 
complement a range of other subjects and careers Art GCSE leads naturally onto AS/A Level Art course and 
Art based Degree Courses. 
It also adds a visual and creative side to your CV and can lead to exciting and rewarding careers in the 
creative industries such as Fashion, Crafter/ Textiles Artist, Architect, Graphic Designer, Interior Designer, 
Advertising Marketing. 
  
For more information or to see examples of GCSE work please see Mrs K Lloyd. 

Assessment: 

Controlled Assessment 1 (Portfolio 60%): ‒ Students will 

meet the 4 assessment objectives creating work for 2 

projects, one off activities and a mock exam project. 

Students develop responses to initial starting points, 

project briefs or specified tasks and realise intentions 

informed by research, the development and refinement 

of ideas and meaningful engagement with selected 

sources. 

Controlled Assessment 2 (Externally set task 40%): A 10-

hour examination in the Art department under controlled 

conditions. There is preparation time before the exam 

usually of about 3 months in which time the candidates prepare research and develop ideas. 

Work is assessed by Art teachers and an external moderator from the exam board. Students respond to a 

starting point provided by AQA. 

Students’ progress will be measured using the following 
assessment objectives. 
AO1: (Artist Research) Develop ideas through investigations, 
demonstrating critical understanding of sources. 
AO2: (Developing Ideas) Refine work by exploring ideas, 
selecting and experimenting with appropriate media, materials, 
techniques and processes. 
AO3: (Drawings and Photography) Record ideas, observations 
and insights relevant to intentions as work progresses. 
AO4: (Final Pieces) Present a personal and meaningful response 
that realises intentions and demonstrates understanding of visual 
language. 

What will you learn? 

GCSE ART - Students will follow a broad-based course exploring 

practical and critical/contextual work through a range of 2D and/

or 3D processes and media including drawings, painting, sculpture, 

photography, printmaking, mixed media, surface pattern, digital 

art. 
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GCSE DRAMA 
Exam Board: Edexcel 

Assessment: 

The course includes 3 components: 

• Component 1 is internally assessed devised unit with a performance and verbal presentation. 40% of the 
qualification – 60 marks. 

• Component 2 is a scripted externally assessed piece.  20% of the qualification – 48 marks. 

• Component 3 is a 1 hour 45min written examination.  40% of the qualification – 60 marks. 

  
Component 1 
Worth 40% of the overall qualification 

• Create and develop a devised piece from a stimulus. You will either perform or complete a design 
supporting role for a group e.g. lighting or sound. 
• Performance of this devised piece or design realisation for this piece. 
• Analyse and evaluate the devising process and performance. 
  

There are two parts to the assessment: 
1) a verbal presentation/written essay on the creating, developing process as well as the analysis and 
evaluation.  (45 marks) 
2) a devised performance/design realisation (15 marks) 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How will this qualification help me? 
This Qualification will help you to develop your repertoire of drama skills, knowledge of texts and performance skills. 
  
Drama has many transferable skills allowing you to build confidence in other subject areas to be able to speak in front 
of your peers or to complete speaking and listening examinations. 
GCSE Drama can help if you want a career in any aspect of theatre including an actor or director but it could also 
help you to become a teacher or drama therapist amongst many other careers. 
  

Component 2 – Externally assessed scripted unit 
Worth 20% of the overall qualification 
  

• Students will perform two key extracts from a 
performance text 
• The performance will be marked out of 48, with each 
extract being marked out of 24. 
• This is externally assessed by visiting examiner. 
  

Component 3 – Externally assessed 
Written examination: 1 hour 45 minutes 40% of the qualification – 
60 marks 
  
Content overview 

• Practical exploration and study of one complete 

performance text. 

• Live theatre evaluation 
 
Section A: Bringing Texts to Life, 45 marks. This section consists of 
one question broken into six parts based on an unseen extract from 

the chosen performance text. 
Section B: Live Theatre Evaluation. 15 marks. This section consists of two questions requiring students to analyse and 
evaluate a live theatre performance they have seen. 
  
Students are allowed to bring in theatre evaluation notes of up to a maximum of 500 words. 
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GCSE MUSIC 
Exam Board: OCR 
Assessment: 
GCSE Music qualifications provide a broad and exciting opportunity to study a range of 
musical styles, performance and composition, which allow for progression into a higher level 
of study and the industry as well as being challenging but enjoyable. It focuses upon both 
individual and group activities, and a range of listening and appraisal challenges. You must 
be a creative performer with good ideas! 
 
The qualification is 60% practical and 40% examination. The practical components are 
divided into Performance and Composition groups where you will perform individually and in 
a group, and have the opportunity to create your own compositions or songs. 
 
Each coursework assessment is broken down into two different areas. As a performer you will 
be expected to work in a group and take a solo role, with one composition being of your own 
choice and another based upon a set brief given by the exam board. 
Assessment and performances are ongoing, culminating in your Year 11 coursework 
performances. You will be expected to work to industry standards, demonstrating a strong 
commitment to practice. An ability to play an instrument or sing to an overall Level 3 in 
Year 9 would be advisable. 
 
The Listening exam (40%) is based upon your study of a range of different areas of study 
including: 

• The Concerto and its development through time 
• Rhythms of the World 
• Film and Video Music 
• Conventions of “Pop” Music 
 

This is a very exciting course that allows you to study and practice your instrument / voice to a 
high level, alongside studying areas of music that will enable you to progress in your musical 
career and journey. 
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GCSE DT 
 
Exam Board: AQA  
Design and Technology GCSE 
 
Assessment:  
There are two elements to this course.  
 
A major coursework project consisting of a written folder of research and design work, and a 
practical element of a final design product. Students will spend 30–35 hours approximately 
on their project. It is worth 100 marks, and is 50% of the GCSE. 
An exam paper assessment of Core, Specialist and Designing and Making principles. This is 2 
hours, worth 100 marks, and is 50% of the GCSE. 
 
What will students learn? 
 
Students will learn a wide range of knowledge and skills including how to… 
Research, using focus groups, questionnaires etc 
Design, using both hand drawing skills and CAD (Computer Aided Design) software 
Make, using hand tool skills and CAM (Computer Aided Manufacturing) techniques 
 
What careers would they have? 
 
The skills and knowledge learned can lead to careers in the Creative Industries, Craft Trades, 
Architecture, Industrial Manufacturing and Design, Graphic Design, Theatre Design, 
Construction Industry, Engineering and many more. 
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BTEC SPORT 
 

PE Course - BTEC Tech Award Level 1 / 2 in Sport  

This course will give you the opportunity to develop knowledge and technical skills in a practical learning 
environment. You will develop key skills for working with other people, which include communication, 
leadership, organisation and time management. These are important when working in the modern sport 

industry. 

Everyone taking this qualification will study the following content areas: 

Preparing Participants to take part in Sport and Physical activity - the different types of physical activity a 
person can participate in. Requirements needed to take part in sport and overcoming barriers to 
participation. Students will also develop an understanding of physiology and anatomy applying this 

knowledge to plan and deliver a warm up in preparation for physical activity.  

Taking part and improving other participants sporting performance - the components of fitness and how they 
are used in different sports. Planning sport and exercise drills to develop a participant’s performance. 

Students will also focus on the rules and regulations with aim to develop a better understanding. 

Developing Fitness to improve other participant’s performance in sport and physical activity -  Whilst 
producing a training programme, students will cover a range of different exercises that are focused on 
developing particular components of fitness and using a range of fitness tests. The programmes should be 

applied to different types of athletes and sports people. 

Upon completion - you will have developed a good understanding of the sport industry and everything 

involved. 

Further Sports study - Level 2 Technical Certificate or a Level 3 programme (A Levels, a T Level or a BTEC 

National) either on its own or in combination with A levels. 

 

Components Guided 
Learning 
Hours 

Qualification 
Weight 

Marks 
Available 

Type of Assessment Length of assess-
ment 

1 – Preparing participants 
to take part in Sport and 
Physical Activity 

36 30% 60 Internal assessed with 3 tasks 
externally moderated 

5 hours of super-
vised sessions 

2 – Taking part and improv-
ing other participants 
sporting performance 

36 30% 60 Internal assessed with 4 tasks 
externally moderated 

4 hours of super-
vised sessions 

3 – Developing fitness to 
improve other participants 
performance in sport and 
physical activity 

48 40% 60 External exam, externally 
marked 

1 hour 30mins 
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BTEC DANCE 
What course are we doing?  

Students will study the BTEC Tech Award Level 1/2 in Performing Arts with a Dance focus. This vocational 
course will consist of both practical and theory elements that will provide students with the opportunity to 

develop knowledge and skills within the Dance sector.  

What are the exam/CA expectations for students?  

The course consists of 3 components, two of which will be assessed through non-exam internal assessment. 
These two components will be assessed using a mark-based scale. Component 3 will be assessed externally 
by Pearson as this will be the final assessment for students and will be completed in the second year of the 

course.  

What will students learn? 

Students are required to complete and achieve all three components in the qualification.  

Component 1- Exploring the Performing Arts 

This component will enable students to develop their understanding of the performing arts, by examining 
professional dance work and the processes used to create performance. Students will examine live/recorded 
performances in order to gain a practical appreciation of the professional work in at least three different 
styles of dance. In addition to this, Component 1 will also allow students to research and explore the roles 
and responsibilities and the skills used to create work and how they contribute to performance. Component 1 

will have 36 Guided Learning Hours. 

Component 2 – Developing Skills and Techniques in the Performing Arts 

Within Component 2, students will develop their performing arts skills and techniques through the 
reproduction of Dance repertoire as a performer. This component will focus on developing technical, practical 
and interpretative skills through teacher-led classes and workshops. Students will work from existing Dance 
repertoire, applying relevant skills and techniques in order to reproduce the material. Throughout this 
component, students will be required to reflect on their progress and set targets for improvement. This 

component will have 36 Guided Learning Hours. 

Component 3- Responding to a Brief 

This component will give students the opportunity to work as part of a group to contribute towards a 
performance in response to a brief and stimulus. A performance will be required and students will be able to 
perform to an audience in order to communicate ideas about a particular theme or issue. Students will apply 
their skills and techniques that they have gained from Component 1 and 2. Students will capture their ideas 
on planning, development and effectiveness of the production process in a written log and evaluation report. 

Component 3 will have 48 Guided Learning Hours. 

 

What careers would they have? 

This qualification will help students to make more informed choices in relation to their further education within 
this Performing Arts sector. Students who achieve at Level 2 in Key Stage 4 may consider to progress and 

study Dance further at A-Level or on a Level 3 Vocational course.  

The BTEC Tech Award in Performing Arts could lead to careers such as a Dancer, Choreographer, Arts 

Administrator, Dance Teacher, Dance Therapist, Community Arts Worker and many roles within a Theatre.  



 

 

Languages 

GCSE FRENCH 

 

Work Related 

GCSE PSYCHOLOGY 

GCSE SOCIOLOGY 

GCSE COMPUTER SCIENCE 

BTEC HEALTH & SOCIAL CARE 

BTEC HOSPITALITY & CATERING 

CN ENTERPRISE & MARKETING 
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GCSE PSYCHOLOGY 
Exam board: AQA 

Assessment: 

2 Exam papers 

Paper 1: Cognition and behaviour = 50% of the GCSE 

Paper 2: Social Context and behaviour = 50% of the GCSE 

This engaging and effective qualification introduces students to the fundamentals of psychology, developing critical 

analysis, independent thinking and research skills. 

What will you learn? 

Topics studied: 

• Memory 

• Perception 

• Development 

• Research Methods 

• Social Influence 

• Language, thought and communication 

• Brain and neuropsychology 

• Psychological problems 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How will this qualification help me? 

For the Future: 

• Develop critical analysis skills to use in any work sector 

• Be able to think independently needed for all aspects of life 

• Gain an insight into why the world is the way it is and why people behave the way they do 

• Applying knowledge of psychology to be able to lead successful, fulfilling lives 
  

Possible Careers: 

• Lawyer 

• Criminal psychologist 

• Forensic psychologist 

• Therapist (different types of therapist based on ideas and beliefs) 

• Councillor 

• Owner of businesses 

• Designer 

• Teacher 

• Clinical psychologist 

Writing Skills Include: 

• Description (A01) being able to 
describe theories of different topics 

• Application (A02) applying knowledge 
of theories of psychology to 
understanding the behaviour of people 
and the world around us. 

• Evaluation (A03) criticising psychological 
theories and realising the real world 
application of those. 
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GCSE SOCIOLOGY 

Exam board: AQA 

Assessment: Two written examinations: 1 hour 45 minutes, 100 marks 

• Section A has two multiple choice questions followed by a range of short and extended responses. 

• Section B has two multiple choice questions followed by a range of short and extended responses. 

What will you learn? 

Two components 

Paper 1 -  The Sociology of Families and Education 

1. The sociology of families 

2. The sociology of education 

3. Relevant areas of social theory and methodology 

Paper 2 – The Sociology of Crime and deviance 

1. The sociology of crime and deviance 

2. The sociology of social stratification 

3. Relevant areas of social theory and methodology 

How will this qualification help me? 

This course will develop your skills on how to investigate facts and make deductions: develop opinions and new 

ideas on social issues: analyse and gain a better understanding of the social world. 

Future career aspirations linked to this subject are: Law, Police, Teaching, Journalism, Social work, which 

requires you to be self-reflective, a good communicator, a problem solver and team player. 

Upon successful completion of the course, students can go on to study sociology at A Level, move on to 

University or apply for an apprenticeship/traineeship. 
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GCSE COMPUTER SCIENCE 

ASSESSMENT FORMAT 

External examination: 100% 

J277/01: Computer systems  

This component will assess: 

 • 1.1 Systems architecture 

 • 1.2 Memory and storage 

 • 1.3 Computer networks, connections 

and protocols 

 • 1.4 Network security 

 • 1.5 Systems software 

 • 1.6 Ethical, legal, cultural, and envi-

ronmental impacts of digital technology 

 

J277/02: Computational thinking, 

algorithms and programming 

This component will assess: 

 • 2.1 Algorithms  

• 2.2 Programming fundamentals  

• 2.3 Producing robust programs 

• 2.4 Boolean logic  

• 2.5 Programming languages and In-

tegrated Development Environments 

 

POSSIBLE CAREERS AND 

FURTHER INFORMATION 

  

This course provides excellent pro-

gression to A-level Computer Science, 

vocational courses and degree level 

courses in the areas of Computing, 

Engineering and    Science. It will give 

students a solid grounding to study 

any industry-standard  

IT. 

The course provides the knowledge, 

skills and understanding that a grow-

ing number of employers are demand-

ing. 

 

Key characteristics:  

Developing an interest in, and enthusiasm for, computing, 

software design and programming  

Developing an analytical approach when creating solutions to 

problems  

Acquiring skills related to computational thinking  

Developing an understanding of the world around us, both 

natural and artificial, in computational terms  

Acquiring skills concerned with the study, design, and imple-

mentation of computer systems, and understanding the princi-

ples underlying these designs  

Developing an understanding of the relationships between 

software and hardware  

You will develop confidence in:  

Planning and creating computer programs such as games 

and mobile or tablet apps  

Problem-solving ability, recognising levels of abstraction in 

software, hardware systems, and multimedia  

Using practical skills such as building and using database 

management systems in addition to other sophisticated soft-

ware tools  

Using existing software libraries to carry out a variety of 

computing tasks, such as creating a user interface  

Recognising issues to do with security and safety  

 

 

This qualification will complement other learning that you 

are completing for GCSEs or vocational qualifications at 

KS4 and help you to prepare for further study 

Exam board: OCR 



 

 

BTEC HEALTH & SOCIAL 

Exam board: Edexcel (BTEC) 

Assessment: 

2 Internal components (Coursework) 

1 External component (Exam) 

What will you learn? 

Three components/Units 

1. Human lifespan development:  

Explore individuals’ human lifespan and development across four developmental areas: physical, 

intellectual, emotional and social. Students will then examine the effects of different factors on these 

developmental stages comparing the factors that have affected development. 

2. Health and Social Care Services and Values and development:  

Investigate different health care services and the different sectors in health and social care. Students will 

also look at the barriers that stop people from accessing health and social care. Students will then gain 

an insight into what care values they will need to show in order to work in the health and social care 

sector. 

3. Health and Wellbeing:  

Students will look at what it is like to be healthy, how we remain healthy and measurements that indicate 

health. 

How will this qualification help me? 

This course will prepare students to be self-reflective, good communicators, problem solvers and team players.  

All these skills are essential to finding a job in the future. 

Students to go on to study the vocational Level 3 programme in Health and Social Care, upon successful 

completion of the course.  They would also be able to study for an apprenticeship or traineeship. 

Jobs in the sector: 

• Social Worker 

• Midwife 

• Nurse 

• Teacher 

• Paramedic 

• Care Home Manager 

• Care Home Assistant 

  



 

 

LEVEL 2  

HOSPITALITY & CATERING 
Exam board: WJEC 

Assessment: 

The WJEC Level 1/2 Vocational Award in Hospitality and Catering is made up of two mandatory units: 

Unit 1 The Hospitality and Catering Industry 

• LO1 Understand the environment in which hospitality and catering providers operate 

• LO2 Understand how hospitality and catering provisions operate 

• LO3 Understand how hospitality and catering provision meets health and safety requirements 

• LO4 Know how food can cause ill health 

• LO5 Be able to propose a hospitality and catering provision to meet specific requirement 

Unit 2 Hospitality and Catering in Action 

• LO1 understand the importance of nutrition when planning menus 

• LO2 understand menu planning 

• LO3 be able to cook dishes 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

How will this qualification help me? 

This further study would provide learners with the opportunity to develop a range of specialist and general 

skills that would support their progression to employment.  Employment in hospitality and catering can range 

from waiting staff, receptionists and catering assistants to chefs, hotel and bar managers and food 

technologists in food manufacturing.  All of these roles require further education and training either through 

apprenticeships or further and higher education. 

What will you learn? 

This structure has been designed to develop in learners the 

knowledge and understanding related to a range of hospitality 

and catering providers; how they operate and what they have to 

take into account to be successful.  There is the opportunity to 

learn about issues related to nutrition and food safety and how 

they affect successful hospitality and catering operations.  In this 

qualification, learners will also have the opportunity to develop 

some food preparation and cooking skills as well as transferable 

skills of problem solving, organisation and time management, 

planning and communication. 

Through the two units, learners will gain an overview of the 

hospitality and catering industry and the type of job roles that 

may be available to assist them in making choices about 

progression.  Successful completion of this qualification could 

support entry to qualifications that develop specific skills for 

Where the WJEC Level 1/2 Award in Hospitality and Catering is achieved together with other relevant Level 

1/2 qualifications, such as GCSEs in English and Maths and Science, learners may be able to access Level 3 

qualifications relevant to the hospitality and catering sector, such as 

• WJEC Level 3 Food, Science and Nutrition (certificate and diploma) 

• Level 3 NVQ Diploma in Advanced Professional Cookery 

• Level 3 Advanced Diploma in Food Preparation and Cookery Supervision 

 For more information, see Mrs L Thomas. 

  



 

 

CAMBRIDGE NATIONAL 

ENTERPRISE & MARKETING 
Exam Board: OCR 

 

Assessment: 

Enterprise and marketing concepts - Written paper, OCR-set and marked 

Design a business proposal - Centre-assessed task, OCR moderated 

Market and pitch a business proposal - Centre-assessed task, OCR moderated 

 

What will you learn? 

There are three mandatory units 

 

Unit 1: Enterprise and marketing concepts 

Students explore the techniques businesses use to understand their market and develop products, investigate 

what makes a product viable and understand how businesses attract and retain customers. 

 
Unit 2: Design a business proposal 

Students are presented with a business challenge from which they create a researched and costed business 

proposal. They will carry out market research, present data, use idea generation tools, seek and act on feed-

back, and cost their proposals. In their work on this unit they will develop their self-assessment, collaborative 

working, creativity, numeracy, research and evaluative skills. 

 




